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by any use of force against them, and the worthlessness of
the goods that can be acquired by force, will be very full of
respect for the liberty of others; they will not try to
bind them or fetter them; they will be slow to judge
and swift to sympathize; they will treat every human
being with a kind of tenderness, because the principle of
good in him is at once fragile and infinitely precious. They
will not condemn those who are unlike themselves; they
will know and feel that individuality brings differences and
uniformity means death. They will wish each human
being to be as much a living thing and as little a mechanical
product as it is possible to be; they will cherish in each one
just those things which the harsh usage of a ruthless world
would destroy. In one word, all their dealings with others
will be inspired by a deep impulse of reverence.
What we shall desire for individuals is now dear: strong
creative impulses, overpowering and absorbing the instinct
of possession; reverence for others; respect for the funda-
mental creative impulse in ourselves. A certain kind of
self-respect or native pride is necessary to a good life; a
man must not have a sense of utter inward defeat if he is to
remain whole, but must feel the courage and the hope and
the will to live by the best that is in htm, whatever outward
or inward obstacles it may encounter. So far as it lies in a
man's own power, his life will realize its best possibilities
if it has three things; creative rather than possessive
impulses, reverence for others, and respect for the funda-
mental impulse in himself.
Political and social institutions are to be judged by the
good or harm that they do to individuals. Do they en-
courage creativeness rather than possessiveness ? Do they